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political qualities of his ancestors, if not of his
mother. He prepared himself quite early in life
for his metier of king, for hardly had he completed
his classical studies than he began to make long
voyages. ... In. 1878 he displayed much activity
in making our great Exhibition a success. Do
not forget that this is an answer to those who
pretend that the Prince is our enemy.
The Prince's absence from the Portsmouth
fetes was much commented on; and Lord Salis-
bury being also absent, it was to the Queen that we
had to address our gratitude. However, public
opinion in France having appeared surprised,
perhaps even froissee, at the conduct of the
Prince of Wales, he did not hesitate to write a
letter excusing himself. In that communication
he said that, events having precipitated them-
selves at the last hour, he had disposed in advance
of his time in order to make a cure at Homburg
pour combattre Pobesite. Let us be just : the
Prince is menaced therewith, even attacked by
it, at an age when it still has some chance of
developing.
As an example of the kindly feeling of the
French Press for King Edward I cite this inter-
change of messages between the " Echo de Paris,"
the King, and Lord Knollys. These gratifying
New Year wishes on the part of the French journal
were headed " Le Roi Edouard vn. et les souhaits
de TEcho de Paris ' pour Pentente cordiale et le
maintien de la paix dans le monde." On December
31, 1906, the London correspondent of the paper
telegraphed:
Selon vos desires j'envoyai hie* & Sa MajestS